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  God does not delight in seeing His children suffering from hunger, thirst, and poverty. You 
are not more spiritual because you can’t pay your rent, you live off of hand me downs, and struggle 
to make ends meet. It is not God’s will that everyone in the body of Christ be rich in spiritual 
endowments and remain poor financially. We often expect the government to help the poor, while 
we limit charitable giving to various organizations that specialize in giving to the needy. It is God’s 
design that the body of Christ be the primary means that God uses to dispense both spiritual and 
physical blessings, so that God can be glorified as the provider and sustainer of all life.  
 
 Within Christianity today, we often emphasize the importance of being spiritually mature at 
the expense of being good stewards of what God has blessed us with. How can God use you to give 
food to the hungry, clothes to the poor, or money to those who are in need, when you don’t have it 
to give away? And to all of you that loan money to others and try to do nice things for people with 
money that you don’t have, yet you are in substantial debt, my words to you are to “tithe, live beneath 
your means, and pay off your debts” so that you can be in a financial position to liberally give money 
away. Don’t eat out another day. Don’t buy another item of clothing that you don’t need. Don’t 
purchase another next big thing, until you are able.  
 

2 Corinthians 9:11 (NIV) tells us that “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 
Wow! You mean to tell me that God desires to make me rich? Yes, he does. God desires to make 
you rich not so that you can have more, but so that you can give more. Have you ever wanted to give 
to someone and you just couldn’t afford to? Imagine being able to give a $100 dollar tip to a 
hardworking waitress without thinking about it. Imagine being able to buy someone a brand new 
outfit without worrying about how much it costs. Imagine blessing someone with a brand new car; 
so that they could drive back and forth to work and it not even make a dent in your pockets. God 
desires to bless those in need not through the welfare system, the lottery, or another slot machine. 
He desires to make you rich, so that you can be generous on every occasion and then, watch how 
others give glory to God as a result of what He has made possible through you. May God continue 
to bless you and free to email any testimonials or questions to us at tithechallenge@allencathedral.org. 
Also visit our new Biblical Financial Stewardship webpage at http://www.allencathedral.org/allen-
ame-biblical-stewardship-and-finance/, where you will find great resources on finance. 
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