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 All of us have found ourselves at a store wanting something that we know we couldn’t afford. 
It is human nature to want something and want it now, but it can also be a sign of immaturity. You 
may not be a child in a toy store stomping up and down crying, “I want it and I want it now,” but 
many adults have the same attitude when it comes to purchasing items that they don’t have the cash 
to purchase.  

The person who can delay temporary pleasure for future satisfaction is a mature person. Debt 
is a means whereby you can get what you want before you can afford to get it. Many have said that 
if you tell a lie often enough, loudly enough, and long enough, the lie will become accepted as a fact. 
And one of the greatest lies for many Americans is that you cannot survive in this world without 
having some kind of debt. 

In 2008, 4.2 billion credit-card offers were put in our mailboxes and according to Card Trak, 
Americans currently have over $850 billion in credit-card debt. One common trend among The 
Forbes 400 list of richest 400 people in America is that 75% of the people listed say the best way to 
build wealth is to become and stay debt-free. They all learned how to live on less than they made and 
spent only when they had cash. In other words, we have to learn to live beneath our means until we 
get to the place where money is at a surplus. This is how our grandparents thrived. Some of them 
raised 10 children with limited income and yet with our great income and smaller families, we are in 
a worse financial position than they were. 

Proverbs 22:7 says, “The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender” 
(NKJV). God does not want you to be a servant to any financial system. There is no liberty in being 
in debt. When you’re drowning in debt you find yourself having to work later in life than you planned. 
You end up staying on jobs that you hate and are wearing you down physically and emotionally, 
because you can’t afford to say, No. You are the only one who has the power to stop the cycle. 
Beware of using debt as a tool to make you prosperous. It is a trick that can keep you enslaved for 
the rest of your life. 

Who says that you have to get that 2017 vehicle model as opposed to the used 2012 model? 
Who says that you have to eat out every week, when with the same amount that you spent on one 
meal at a restaurant, you could have provided fresh groceries for a whole week or two? Who says 
that you need that 55 inch television, when a 39 inch television will serve the same purpose? Stop 
trying to keep up with the Jones’. If you are drowning in debt or struggling financially, take a good 
look at your lifestyle and see where you need to make some adjustments.  


