
Tithing FAQFREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

10. SHOULD MY TITHE GO TO MY LOCAL CHURCH OR CAN IT GO 
SOMEWHERE ELSE, LIKE A CHARITY OR TO THOSE IN NEED?

The precedent that has been set in scripture shows the importance of tithing The precedent that has been set in scripture shows the importance of tithing 
to the storehouse (the local place of spiritual teaching and nourishment: 
Temple in the Old Testament, local church in the NT) to provide for the minis-
try and its mission. The storehouse was a collection point from which distribu-
tions were made. An in-depth study of giving and tithing actually shows that 
the Israelites gave 10% directly to the Temple and gave above that for the 
needs of the poor. We highly encourage people to give 10% of their income to 
the local church. 

Remember that tithing 10% is where you start, not the maximum a believer 
gives, so it is appropriate to tithe at least 10% to the local church and then 
feel free to give above and beyond to anywhere else God leads.
Giving to those in need is what the Bible calls almsgiving; that is different 
from the tithe. Giving to others is biblical and kind, but we are not to put their 
need before obedience to God. The tithe belongs to God.
The tithe belongs to the Lord and is given for the work of the kingdom of God, 
therefore it should not be given to secular organizations, who while they may 
have very noble purposes, they still should not receive what belongs to the 
Lord.
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will 
not have room enough for it.”  (Malachi 3:10)

11. WHAT IF I’M TITHING, BUT I’M NOT GETTING AHEAD 
FINANCIALLY?

There can be many reasons that could be causing you not to increase in your There can be many reasons that could be causing you not to increase in your 
finances. Living above your means is probably the most common.  Bad busi-
ness decisions and not being a good steward over your money are two more 
out of many others. We encourage you to visit our Biblical Stewardship and 
Finance resources to help you in this area.


