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 I have found it to be true that people will treat you in the same manner that you treat yourself. 
As a result of this truth, there are certain kinds of gifts that we would never think about giving to 
certain people. For example, people who are very prim, polished, and stylish in appearance probably 
would not look favorably on a gift card from Home Depot. While, people who are a little more rustic 
and rough around the edges would probably not get excited about a free spa treatment that includes 
hair, facial, and a mani-pedi. When giving gifts to others, it’s important to give gifts that fit the 
personality of the person that you’re giving it to. 

The first mention in scripture of giving an actual tithe, which means tenth, is recorded in Genesis 
14:20. Abram just won a major victory in war and as a result, some neighboring kings decided to ally 
with him. Genesis 14:18 states that Melchizedek, king of Salem (Jerusalem), whose name meant “My 
king is righteous”, brought out bread and wine and blessed Abram. Then, Abram gave him a tenth of 
his plunder. This action showed that he acknowledged Melchizedek’s priestly kingship and blessing 
as coming from the Lord and at the same time it declared that he would be indebted to no king but 
the Lord. It was expected that whenever you entered the presence of a king that you brought a gift(s) 
that was fit for a king. Melchizedek is later spoken of (Hebrews 7) as a prefiguration to Jesus, our 
great high priest. 
 When we bring our tithe to the Lord, who is the King of kings, we are acknowledging that it 
is the Lord who is the originator, provider, and sustainer of all that we have been blessed with. We 
are also signaling to all others that we will not be slaves or indebted to no other king or person, but 
our true and living King. We see here the principle of tithing being implemented, before there was 
ever a written command to tithe. Just as we mentioned in Lesson 3, there was a divine expectation 
of giving to the Lord, that was understood by God’s people and we continue to see throughout 
scripture. What Abram gave to Melchizedek was a gift fit for a king and likewise, we give to God in 
the same manner. May God continue to bless you in your giving. 
 If you have made your first tithe during our challenge, you will soon be receiving a book 
resource to help you along in your 90-Day Tithe journey, entitled, “The Treasure Principle” by Randy 
Alcorn. Feel free to email any testimonials, correspondence, or questions to us at 
tithechallenge@allencathedral.org. 
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